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Documents and journal articles featured in this 
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Citations in tfiis bibliography were sdected through a computer search of the Educational Resources Information 
Center (ERIC) database. Documents aiKi jounud articles featured here concern information as a critical njsource in 
a democratic society aiul fte role of librauy and information services in ensuring access to information^ especially 
that which is government produced. 



Allen, Kenneth B. (Spring 1989). A National Strategy for the Information Age. Information Management Review 
4(4), pp. 17-27. (Available UMI: EJ 393 950). 

Discusses flie value of information in American democracy, the evolution and current status of federal 
information policy, and tfie need for a national strategy to facilitate evolution toward an information 
society. Specific information policy goals and principles are identified, and suggestions for implementing 
policy formation are presented. 



Bortnick, Jane (Ed.). (1988). Symposium on the Electronic Collection and Dissemination of Federal Government 
Information. Government Information Quarterly 5(3), pp. 197-211, 213-21, 223-302. 

Explores the public policy issues raised by the electroiuc collection and dissemination of Federal 
government information from the perspectives of Congress, the Executive Branch, the private sector, and 
the user conununity. Lists of selected references and texts of relevant Office of Management and Budget 
source doctunents are provided. An Update on NTIS privatization is included. 



^Airrance, Joan C. (1988). Providinjg Access to Local Government Information: The Nature of Public Library 
Activity. Government Infoimation Quarterly 5(2), pp. 155-167. 

Descrioes a survey of public Ubraries that examined problems associated with access to local ^vemment 
infonnation. Hndings are reported on the nature of requests ^ecei^'ed, the types of responses given and 
sources used, and reasons given by librarians for providing access to local government infonnation. 



Gapen, D. Kaye, and others. (October 1987). Technology & U.S. Government Information Policies: Catalysts for New 
Partnerships. EepoH of the Task Force on Goverrmtent Information in Electronic Format. Washington, DC: 
Association of Research Dbraries. 37pp. (Available EDRS: ED 288 555). 

Designed to encourage discussion of technology and U.S. government information policies end a clearer 
understanding of how the characteristics of electronic formats affect tlie availability of information, this 
report focuses on the implications for the library, education, and researdi conununities that have heretofore 
assumed some responsibility for providing government information to the general public. 



Office of Technology Assessment. (October 1988). Informing the Nation: Federal Information Dissemination in an 
Electronic Age. Summary. (Report No. OTA-CIT-397). Washington, DC: Author. 32pp. (Available EDRS: 
ED 30i 229; for the complete report, see ED 301 228). 
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Summarizes a *idy which add-essed the opportanities offered by technological advances to improve the 
dissemmabon of federal mformation essential to pubUc understanding of many issues facing Cbnetess and 
♦ problons are highliyited: maintainirg equity in pubUc access to federal informaHon 

formats, and defining the respective roles of federal agencies and the private sector in the 
electromc dissenunation process. 

1987). Federal Information PoUcks: Views of a Concerned OrAmumiy. A Sumnary of 
Proceedings of the 4th Ftederal Ubrary and Information Center Committee (FUCC) Annual Forum on 
ffederal Information Pohaes, Washington, DC February 25, 1987. SOpp. (Available EDRS: ED 287 489). 

Summarizes a forum designed to give those in the academic, pubUc, and private sectors an opportunity to 
articulate concerns regarding a trend in government information poUcy toward- uttine back on the 
availability of federal data and publications and limiting such information to foi . that are difficult to 
use. Two panel sessions are highlighted: Information PoUdes and PubUc Needs, and Information Policies 
and National Interests. 

Rosnak, Theodore. O'ebraaiy 1986). Partners for Democracy: PubUc Ubraries and Information Technology. 
VWtlson larary Bw/fe/OT 60(6), pp. 14-17. (Available UMI: EJ 330 155). 

This essay addresses access to information through the use of computer networking systems. Hiehliehts 
include nabonal commercial networks, buUetin board systems, cautionary notes on networking, the role of 
the pubUc library m providing a Unk between the computer and the pubUc, and maximizing access and 
effiaency through library services. 

Vatner, Carroll. (May, 1988). Controoersies, Collections, and the Academic Ubrarx/'s Educational Role. Paper presented 
at the Assoaabon of College and Research Ubraries (ACRL) Session of the Annual Meeting of the Dlinois 
Library Assoaabon, Chicago, IL, May 12, 1988. 7pp. (Available EDRS: ED 307 876). 

This examinabon of the issue of inteUectual freedom in academic Ubraries provides examples of recent 
controvpies and argues that the Ubrar/s response to such confroversies provides an opportunity to 
emphasize its educabonal role. Recommends balance as the guiding principle in Ubraiy coHecHon 
deyelooment and suggests that representing both sides of confroversial issues in a coUecbon is a powerful 
rationale for the Ubrar/s educabonal role on campus. 

White, Charies S. (November 1987). Information Technology and Representatioe Government: EducaHng an infom:-!d and 
Farhcjpaftpe Gtawin/. Paper presented at the Annoal MeeHng of the National Coundl for the Social 
Studies, Dallas, TX, IMovember 15, 1987. 19pp. (Available EDRS: 293 741). 

Examines tihe relationship between tl.e principle of representative gc.emment and information in light of 
S'T!2?*^u^ V ^ information technology. Potential negative effects are discussed, including the fear 
that ttie high costs of arranging and supporting "teledemocracy" systems may be so substantial that tiiose 
who bear the costs will want to establish the agendas. 

Compiled by Nancy R. Preston J990 

•••••••••••»•••••» 
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